	

http://www.healthandhomeless.org

If you have trouble viewing this, please click here.

LATEST NEWS

Fresh Thinking for Housing
Scotland's housing system must adapt with 'radical thinking and bold new ideas' to the financial realities presented by reductions in public spending. The discussion paper, Housing: Fresh Thinking, New Ideas poses fundamental questions about the way homes can be built, allocated, funded and managed in the future. Download the discussion document or Read the full article.

Young Homeless People Learn New Skills

 
Aberdeenshire Council has contracted social firm Foyer Works to carry out property maintenance within council homes in Buchan and in areas of Banff and Buchan.

Foyer Works creates jobs for disadvantaged young people and is operated by charity Aberdeen Foyer.

The enterprise provides a property maintenance service to housing associations, private clients, voluntary organisations and neighbouring local authority, Aberdeen City Council.

A base has recently been set up in Fraserburgh after the firm secured a contract to carry out work for Aberdeenshire Council and as a result has recruited a supervisor and four young people as trainees to work on projects throughout Aberdeenshire.

Workers have already been busy on various projects helping council tenants with wallpaper removal, shed clearances and garden maintenance.

Aberdeen Foyer's commercial director Leona McDermid said: "Foyer Works has already supported several young people into work in Aberdeen and it has always been our aim to set up a team in the north.  A combination of the work from Aberdeen City Council, the Future Jobs Fund and sponsorship from Exxon Mobil has made this possible and as a result we already have five people into work in a sustainable business that has potential for growth."
Chairman of Aberdeenshire Council's Social Work and Housing Committee Councillor Gurudeo Saluja said: "I am heartened to see Aberdeenshire Council working closely with such a worthwhile social enterprise that is helping young homeless people gain valuable skills to carry them into the workplace and out of deprivation."

Vice Chairman Councillor Carl Nelson added: "This is an excellent example of partnership working.  The Foyer Works initiative is to be commended for the support it provides to young people who are homeless and the projects taking place in Aberdeenshire will be welcomed by our tenants too as it is helping improve the environment they live in."

Foyer Works property maintenance service includes a removals service, cleaning, Portable Appliance Testing (PAT), painting and decorating, basic joinery, repairs, maintenance and external cleaning.  


Fairfield Housing Cooperative Toolkit Project
The Toolkit Project in Perth was set up by Working Rite, an Edinburgh-based social enterprise supporting disaffected young people into employment. The Toolkit Project aims to support 20 young people each year.
Dementia Strategy Launches

Commitments to improve support after diagnosis and hospital care for people with dementia have been made as part of Scotland's first national dementia strategy.  Public Health Minister Shona Robison launched the strategy this week at the Time Capsule in Coatbridge during a visit to the Silver Seniors activity group, which brings together people with dementia and those without.  The strategy lays out eight specific actions to support improvements in the care and treatment of people with dementia, focusing particularly on improving the support given in the wake of a dementia diagnosis and improving hospital care. It also commits the Scottish Government to continuing its support for dementia research. 
The Scottish Helpline for Older People

The Scottish Helpline for Older People (S.H.O.P.) is an independent, confidential telephone based information service for people aged 50 and over living in Scotland, and also for their carers and families. They deal with questions about community care, tax, pensions, benefits, or any other issue relevant to older people. The helpline, open 10am - 4pm Monday to Friday, is run by a trained team of paid staff and volunteers who specialise in answering enquiries from or about older people. Tel: 0845 125 9732 (local call rates apply) Textphone: 0845 226 5851.

NEW DOCUMENTS

Drugs Guidance for Health Boards
Guidelines will bring in a uniform policy on introducing newly-licensed medicines.
Poverty and Income Inequality in Scotland: 2008/09
This publication presents annual estimates of the proportion and number of children, working age adults and pensioners living in low income households in Scotland and the distribution of household income across Scotland. The estimates are used to monitor progress towards UK and Scottish Government targets to reduce poverty and income inequality. The data published for the first time here are for the financial year April 2008 to March 2009.

Review Of Domestic Abuse Recorded By The Police In Scotland, Statistical Bulletin
The Domestic Abuse Recorded by the Police in Scotland, Statistical Bulletin presents statistics on domestic abuse, based on incidents supplied by the eight Scottish police forces. We are undertaking a review of this Statistical Bulletin and would welcome your input - a short questionnaire has been set up at the link below in order to capture your views and we would appreciate if you would take a couple of minutes to complete this.  The closing date for this survey is Friday 16th July 2010.
FUNDING
Help The Homeless
Help The Homeless' main funding remit is the regular allocation of Small Grants (generally up to £3000) for capital costs to small and medium-sized charities only. Grants to larger charities will only be considered if the project is suitably innovative and it is only possible for a large organisation to develop it. All applications must relate to projects that assist individuals in their return to mainstream society, rather than simply offer shelter or other forms of sustenance. The next deadline for applications is 30th June 2010.

EVENTS

Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training (Two-Day Course)

 

ASIST is the most widely practised suicide intervention skills training in the world with over 1 million people having attended the course. The two-day interactive workshop is facilitated by at least 2 highly experienced trainers who will create a safe environment in which to explore how anyone, regardless of their background or previous experience, can help someone stay safe from suicide.

 

This course aims to help participants from within Aberdeen City: 

 recognise invitations for help

 reach out and offer support

 review the risk of suicide

 apply a suicide intervention model

 link people with community resources

 

Who should attend: 

 

· People concerned about someone
· Mental health practitioners
· Natural helpers and advisers
· Health, welfare or justice workers
· Emergency service workers
· Primary care staff (including GPs)
· Counsellors, teachers and clergy
· Community volunteers
To apply for a place on the course, please e-mail nhsg.grampiandevelopment@nhs.net or by phoning (01224) 556969 (01224) 556969 between 10.00am and 3.00pm.

 
New SFHA Event - Housing: Fresh Thinking, New Ideas
Friday 25th June 2010, Celtic Park in Glasgow
 
The Scottish Governments has launched its discussion paper on the future for housing in Scotland, 'Housing: Fresh Thinking, New Ideas'. The paper sets out a package of issues to kick-start a debate about the future shape of Scottish housing policy.  The debate will take as its starting point the economic downturn and the consequent challenges that this presents for all of us. It will also discuss other issues such as climate change, homelessness and the changing demographics of the country.
 
This one day SFHA conference brings together representatives from all of Scotland's main Affordable Housing providers to discuss the wide-ranging implications for the future of Scottish Housing. Delegates will find out what's in the new Housing Policy Discussion Paper and will hear what key stakeholders think about the Scottish Government's proposals for Scottish housing policy going forward.
 
The event offers an early opportunity for everyone with an interest in Scottish housing to participate in the beginning of what promises to be a lively summer debate about potential solutions to meeting the economic, financial and demographic challenges ahead.
 
Places are being offered for this event at £175 per person (£215 for non members) which includes lunch and refreshments as well as attendance at the event.  Early booking is advised. The programme can be downloaded from www.sfha.co.uk/events. To  book your place at the conference, or would like find out more information, please contact Anita Ferguson on (0141) 567 6085 or email at aferguson@sfha.co.uk
Gaycon 2010: Gay Men’s Sexual Health and Wellbeing
20th and 21st October 2010, Royal College of Physicians, Edinburgh

 

A national conference for anyone working in the area of gay and bisexual men’s sexual health.  The conference will include workshops, seminars, presentations and plenary session and is organised by a steering group made up from HIV and health agencies across Scotland.

 

Building on the success of ‘Gaycon 08’ this free two day conference aims to present the best available research and public health evidence in the field of gay men’s sexual health and wellbeing; demonstrate best practice from around Scotland and further a field; explore future partnerships.  A key aim of the conference is to ensure that the implementation of national sexual health policy, including the HIV Action Plan, NHS QIS HIV and sexual health standards, meets the specific sexual health needs of gay and bisexual men at a time when rates of HIV in this community continue to rise.

 

 

Health Works in Scotland - A Good Practice Event
7th October 2010, Glasgow
 
This free event is aimed primarily at health and employability practitioners and will showcase some of the many examples of good practice taking place across Scotland which support people with health conditions remain in, return to or move into work. Email Karl McAreavey by the 30th June if you are interested in this event.
                                                                          
The Health & Homelessness Directory holds detailed information on over 130 services in Aberdeen City, as well as providing you with the latest news, events and documents relevant to the sector.

The directory is designed to allow workers in Aberdeen to signpost clients to the most appropriate services.  It is developed with the user in mind, allowing you to find the information you need as quickly as possible.

Please forward this update to any of your colleagues who would benefit from using the directory and encourage them to visit www.healthandhomeless.org and subscribe to the update or send contributions for the update and website.
Thank you,
Michelle Duff
Communications Support Officer

Aberdeen Council of Voluntary Organisations

Tel: (01224) 686055

E-mail: mduff@acvo.org.uk 
Web: www.healthandhomeless.org 
This update is produced by Aberdeen Council of Voluntary Organisations.
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