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LATEST NEWS

Health and Homeless Project Update
ACVO are currently carrying out the audit of the Health and Homelessness Directory, if you had not responded you should have received an email recently asking you to update your entry.  Please direct all queries and service updates to Michelle Duff or call her on (01224) 686055.
Young Adults May Be Missing Out On Housing
Studies show that while older adults are still relatively well informed about housing options, just four in ten adults under 24 (39%) understand the part buy part rent scheme. This is attributed to the tightening of spend on promoting social housing since the recession, resulting in young people not receiving strong messages often enough. "Plans need to be made now to catch up in terms of awareness and market share for when the housing market starts to pick up, not after it has."
For a full breakdown of the research please contact neil@thecadenceTeam.com or call 020 7043 8847.
Mugiemoss Development Earmarked For Approval 

Plans for a new residential development in Mugiemoss have been recommended for approval. The development, of 53 flats and 38 town houses, is planned for the former Grampian Country Foods site off Mugiemoss Road.

Head of planning and sustainable development Dr Margaret Bochel states in the report about the application: "There would be a good range of two and three bedroom houses and one and two bedroom flats, some of which would be affordable, all in compliance with relevant development plan policies.” "The town houses are arranged around a central landscaped area that provides a generous area of amenity space for communal use including an equipped children's play area. The residential development proposed fits in well with the longer term evolution of the area… and could act as a catalyst for the future regeneration of the area.  A high-quality residential environment would be created with the required proportion of affordable housing."

The Development Management Sub-committee considered the application on 15th April.
Men’s Advice Line
The 'Men's Advice Line' helpline will go live in Scotland next month, with trained advisors offering confidential and practical advice as well as emotional support to men experiencing domestic violence. People worried about friends or family and frontline workers can also call the helpline for advice. A separate arm of the helpline called 'Respect' will offer anyone who is worried that their own behaviour towards a partner is abusive, a chance to get support to stop and change. For more information see: http://www.respect.uk.net/mens_advice.php or call the helpline on 0808 801 0327.

Tenants First Launches New Website
 Designed and created by our in-house IT Team, Tenants First Housing Co-operative is delighted to announce the launch of our new website at www.tenantsfirst.com. As well as a fresh new look one of the biggest changes to the site is the organisation of the site, making it easier for users to find the information they are looking for. 


Tenants First recognises that the most important aspect of its website is to provide useful information for their existing members, people looking for housing as well as the Housing sector and have designed the site with this in mind. We have taken this opportunity to include useful new features and content, including photo galleries and some video of our new build housing developments, performance graphs, search facility and a new 'Getting Involved' section.

Accessibility is also one of the main focal points of this redesign and we have taken several measures to make the website easy to read, navigate and interact with. Users of assistive technology, such as screen readers, will find the site welcoming and informative. A lot of the existing features and content has been given a face lift, but there is still a lot of work to be done. They are working on updating existing content, as well as adding new features that they believe will be useful. 

Mephedrone Ban Confirmed (April 2010)

Following the completion of the parliamentary process today, mephedrone and other cathinone derivatives will become illegal as Class B drugs under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, with effect from 00.01 on 16 April 2010.
*FOR MORE NEWS CLICK HERE. 
(For those who receive plain text emails, please visit http://www.healthandhomeless.org/content/view/14/26 )*


*NEW* DOCUMENTS
Alcohol Service Developments Briefing (April 2010)
The latest briefing is now available on the Aberdeen City Alcohol and Drugs Partnership website.
Joint Health Protection Plan 2010-2012
The Joint Health Protection Plan 2010-2012 is now available on the Aberdeen City Community Health Partnership website at www.aberdeencitychp.org.uk.  
Going Forth – Food Access and Health Inequalities
The CFHS networking conference, Going Forth, took place in October 2009 and focused on community initiatives that are developing and sustaining food and health activities that address food access and health inequalities across Scotland. This publication highlights key points from the conference workshops.
Postvention Newsletter
Download the March newsletter of the IASP Task Force on Suicide Postvention or Bereavment. Browse to read:

· Survivor Story: Alan by Carol Anne Milton who discusses the loss of her son through suicide

· Dr. Karl Dyregrov, PhD., shares an abstract of his paper, “Cross Cultural Perceptions of Helpful Suicide Prevention
· Find new publications relating to suicide survivors and bereavement
· Learn about Upcoming Events for suicide survivors
· Includes the Minutes of the IASP Task Force on Postvention and Suicide Breavement that was held at the IASP XXV World Congress, held in Montevideo, Uraguay, in October 2009

ACCCESS THE DOCUMENT CENTRE, PLEASE CLICK HERE. 
(For those who receive plain text emails, please visit http://www.healthandhomeless.org/content/view/10/26 )*


EVENTS

SURF Open Forum - Early Intervention:
'How can we make more effective early interventions in vulnerable communities to deliver long-term regeneration?'

Wednesday 5th May 2010 at The Lighthouse, Glasgow
The half-day morning event will feature three contributors from the Scottish Government, who will discuss early intervention from the perspectives of the Tackling Poverty team, the Positive Futures Division, and the Health Improvement team respectively. A full programme and further details will be circulated on the week beginning 12th April. 
Please contact Derek Rankine at SURF if you would like to register your interest in attending before then email: derek@scotregen.co.uk or call (0141) 585 6879.
Recovery Scotland, 2010
Wednesday 23rd June, Edinburgh Corn Exchange

Alcohol and drug use and misuse is an immense and highly complex challenge for Scotland’s health, social work, housing, criminal justice, and education professionals. Recovery Scotland will explore person-centred and community-led approaches to government and public services working together - to prevent drug use in the longer term, and to make recovery a reality.

The seminar costs only £20 to attend and includes an exhibition, interactive zones and a comprehensive seminar programme. For more information or to book, follow the link above.
The second Grampian Hepatitis C Action Plan Stakeholder Conference 

Thursday 24th June 2010, 12.00 - 4.45pm (Lunch provided) at Curl Aberdeen, Eday Walk, Aberdeen

This meeting is open to anyone with an involvement or interest in the prevention, testing, treatment, care and support of those affected by or infected with Hepatitis C.

To reserve your place please contact Emma Rochford, NHS Grampian, Summerfield House, Eday Road, Aberdeen AB15 6RE,Tel: 01224 558521, E-mail: emma.rochford@nhs.net; or click on the link above for the booking form.

“The Generation Game – Off Line to On Line” Conference
9th and 10th September 2010 at the Aberdeen Exhibition & Conference Centre

This is the eighth Substance Misuse Symposium on multi-agency working with Substance Misuse Services.  The theme is family generations and how to break the cycle of addictions. It will also address how younger people use websites and technology.  This conference is held over a day and a half. Registration is at 9am on 9th September followed by speakers and workshops. Lunch will be provided on the Thursday. The conference closes at 12.30 pm on Friday 10th September.  Conference cost is £165.
University of Stirling - Certificate in Drug & Alcohol Studies (Starting Sept 2010)
Scottish University of the Year 2009/2010, the University of Stirling (charity no SC 011159) teaches Scottish Addiction Studies which has offered a University Certificate in Drug & Alcohol Studies since 1995. Since 1997, the course has been offered as an entirely online qualification. Applications are now being considered for the academic year 2010/2011.


Certificate of Higher Education: Drug and Alcohol Practice (2010-2011)
The Certificate of Higher Education is a one-year, part-time programme, taught and accredited by the University of Glasgow.  The programme has been designed specifically for those currently working in the drug and alcohol misuse field and it aims to provide students with knowledge and transferable skills relevant to the field. Applicants are not required to have gained previous University qualifications, but they require candidates to possess at least one year's experience of working in the substance misuse field.
*TO ACCESS THE EVENT CALENDAR, CLICK HERE. 

(For those who receive plain text emails: visit http://www.healthandhomeless.org/content/view/15/26 )*

                                                                          


The Health & Homelessness Directory holds detailed information on over 130 services in Aberdeen City, as well as providing you with the latest news, events and documents relevant to the sector.

The directory is designed to allow workers in Aberdeen to signpost clients to the most appropriate services.  It is developed with the user in mind, allowing you to find the information you need as quickly as possible.

Please forward this update to any of your colleagues who would benefit from using the directory and encourage them to visit www.healthandhomeless.org and subscribe to the update.
Thank you,
Michelle Duff
Communications Support Officer

Aberdeen Council of Voluntary Organisations

Tel: (01224) 686055

E-mail: mduff@acvo.org.uk 
Web: www.healthandhomeless.org 
This update is sent out by Aberdeen Council of Voluntary Organisations.

If you wish to unsubscribe, please click here.
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