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http://www.healthandhomeless.org

If you have trouble viewing this, please click here.

LATEST NEWS

Health and Homeless Project Update
ACVO are currently carrying out the audit of the Health and Homelessness Directory, if you had not responded you should have received an email recently asking you to update your entry.  Please direct all queries and service updates to Michelle Duff or call her on (01224) 686055.
Latest Homelessness Figures Show Progress

The Scottish Government has announced encouraging statistics on homelessness, with an increase in the number of homeless families finding a lease on a home, and a small reduction in the number of homeless applications.  Between April and September 2009, 11,785 homeless households secured a local authority, housing association or private let - an increase of 6% since the same period in 2008. Of the lets secured, 6,318 were from local authorities, 3,879 were from housing associations and 1,588 were from private landlords.

Gordon MacRae, Head of Communications and Policy, Shelter Scotland, said "We welcome the Scottish Government's latest statistics today showing Scotland is a step closer to meeting the 2012 homelessness commitment. While this is positive, it is clear the Scottish Government must provide more support to those local authorities not yet reaching the commitment to help ensure this flagship legislation is met.  The 2012 commitment will give everyone the right to a home. But with today's statistics showing over 10,000 households in temporary accommodation, MSPs must invest in affordable housing to ensure everyone can have the keys to a home as well."


New Entry to Health and Homeless Directory - Condition Management Programme
The Condition Management Programme (CMP) from NHS Grampian is available to people on health related benefits with a particular focus on their capacity to work.  Click here to visit their entry.
The Lotus Foundation 

The Lotus Foundation aims to support activities that advance social welfare in fields that include substance abuse, cerebral palsy, brain tumours, cancer, battered women and their children, homelessness and animals in need.

 

Currently the Foundation focuses on offering financial assistance for family and child welfare, women’s issues, animal protection, addiction recovery and education.
 

Woodward Charitable Trust 

The Woodward Charitable Trust is inviting applications from UK registered charities working with or in the areas of; social and ethnic minority groups; prisoners and ex-offenders; homelessness; violence and abuse; arts outreach; disability; environment; addition. The fund offers grants of up to £5,000 through their small grants scheme and grants of over £5,000 through their large grants scheme. The fund also offers grants of up to £1,000 for summer play schemes for children between the ages of 5-16 to UK charities with a turnover of less than £100,000 a year. 
Housing Wider Role
The Wider Role Fund supports registered social landlords in work in their local communities which goes beyond their role as landlords. The fund focuses on tackling poverty at local level. Projects reflect current priorities of improving employability, income maximisation and early intervention. The case studies highlight projects that have received funding in the current programme. Read the case studies.
Condemned - The Reality Of Life For Young People Experiencing Homelessness (Quarriers)
Young people who use youth housing support services are raising awareness of the reality of life for young homeless people in Scotland. They have launched "Our Charter" to set out their aspirations for change and need your support to make it happen. 
Hilton in the Community Foundation
Organisations working with disabled children, children in hospital, homelessness and life-limited children in hospices can apply for grants through the ranging from a few hundred pounds up to £30,000 before the 5th May.
*FOR MORE ON THESE STORIES AND OTHER NEWS CLICK HERE. (For those who receive plain text emails: visit http://www.healthandhomeless.org/content/view/14/26 )*


*NEW* DOCUMENTS

Joseph Rowntree Foundation Report: ‘How can we make the housing market more stable for vulnerable households?’
Matthew Taylor and Philippa Stroud provide two different perspectives on the kinds of reforms needed to provide long-term, secure housing for the people least able to afford it. These Viewpoints were commissioned as part of the JRF Housing Market Taskforce programme, which aims to address the root causes of instability in the UK housing market. 

Review of Mental Health Law Consultation Analysis
A Review Group investigated and addressed areas of the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003 which were experiencing continuing problems. The Review Group presented their recommendations to the Scottish Government in March 2009. The Scottish Government wished to consult on the recommendations and published a consultation document in August 2009 which attracted 82 responses. The main findings from the analysis of these responses are summarised in a report.
How can parents escape from recurrent poverty?
The study explores the reasons behind the low-pay/no-pay cycle and recurrent poverty among parents, drawing mainly on qualitative interviews with disadvantaged parents across Scotland and focus groups with practitioners, plus secondary data analysis. It also presents some potential solutions to the problems identified. 
Scottish Government’s HIV Action Plan
The Scottish Government has published its HIV Action Plan for 2009 – 2014 which aims to reduce transmission and undiagnosed infection, to address the health needs of people living with HIV and to effectively coordinate services across the health, social care and voluntary sectors. The Scottish Government's strategy for HIV is available to download here. An external review of the work of HIV Scotland, commissioned by the Scottish Government, has also been published, and can be viewed on the HIV Scotland website here. Whilst the latest HIV statistics are available from the Health Protection Scotland website here. 
Scottish Government Consultations
· Social Care Procurement Scotland Guidance Consultation (Deadline: 5th April 2010)
· Consultation of Options for Future Charity Appeals Route in Scotland (Deadline: 5th April 2010)
· Consultation paper on a proposed housing bill: the private rented sector, licensing of mobile home sites and the twenty year rules (Deadline: 18th April 2010)
· Self-directed support: A National Strategy for Scotland (Deadline: 7th May 2010)

ACCCESS THE DOCUMENT CENTRE, PLEASE CLICK HERE. (For those who receive plain text emails: visit http://www.healthandhomeless.org/content/view/10/26 )*


EVENTS

Social Fund Training/Conference in Aberdeen
The Social Fund has increasingly been identified as an area where people have little knowledge and a training need exists. In response to this, the Social Fund Inspectorate will deliver training in Aberdeen. This will take the shape of a half day overview. Location and times have not yet been arranged. An early indication of numbers wishing to attend would be very useful and having expressed an interest you would immediately be informed when arrangements are finalised.

Please contact Ronnie Wood, Financial Inclusion Development Officer, Cash in Your Pocket Partnership, Tel: 01224 202956, Email: ronnie.wood@ciypp.co.uk, Web: www.ciyp.co.uk 
Warm Zone Launch

Wednesday 21st April 2010 at Double Tree Hilton Hotel, Aberdeen. 
Warm Zone aims to help households reduce their fuel bills and help make their homes as warm as possible. It offers free hot water tank jackets, free radiator reflector panels and free energy saving light bulbs. It also offers benefit health checks and a referral service to partner organisations for energy saving advice and potential assistance in installing draughtproofing, insulation and heating systems. Warm Zone is supported by Aberdeen City Council.

Warm Zone, SCARF, ESSAC, Aberdeen Care and Repair and Aberdeen Vitorian Tenemant Project will be attending and holding stalls. The Lord Provost will be attending and opening the Launch. The is a chance for advice workers and community leaders in Aberdeen to learn more about what Warm Zone and its partners can offer.

More details will be posted soon.  In the meantime, for more information, please contact Alexis Gordon, Development Officer (Warm Zone) on (01224) 202967 or e-mail alexis.gordon@ciypp.co.uk 
Mental Health Action Week, 4th April – 10th April 2010
On Tuesday the 6th of April we are offering free mini lifestyle checks (Blood Pressure Checks, Height, Weight and BMI, and Life Style Issues and Tips). Pop to healthpoint @ Aberdeen Indoor Market 8-10 Market Street, Aberdeen. Between 11am and 3pm or call the free healthline on 0500 20 20 30 for further information.
Legislation Workshop – Adults With Incapacity Act 2000
The workshops provide a BASIC overview of legislation. The speaker is Deborah Baillie, Social Work Law Lecturer at Dundee  University and formerly RGU.The workshops will be held on: 

· Thursday 15 April 2010 from 9.30 to 12.30

· Thursday 15 April 2010 from 1.00 to 4.00 (health care focus) 

· Friday 16 April 2010 from 9.30 to 12.30

· Friday 16 April 2010 from 1.00 to 4.00

All the workshops will take place in the Rec Hall, Staff Home, Woodend Hospital, Aberdeen. The cost is £20 per person.  This event is free to Social Work Local Authority employees in Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire. Family carers can also attend the workshop free of charge.  To apply for a place on a course, please e-mail nhsg.grampiandevelopment@nhs.net  or call (01224) 556969 between 10.00am and 3.00pm.
Somebody Cares - Special Warehouse Monthly Fundraising Sale

Saturday 27th March 2010 in the Somebody Cares Warehouse, 80 Summerhill Road, Aberdeen  10.00am till 2.00pm

Many bargain items including…   furniture, clothes, bric-a-brac, pictures, toys, prams, curtains, material lengths, coffee, tea, Aitkens rolls, soup, home baking and much, much more…
The 1st Scottish Homelessness Involvement & Empowerment Network (SHIEN) National Conference – Places Left – Book Today!
Glasgow will be hosting the first National Service User Involvement Conference, which will take place on Wednesday 31st March at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama (RSAMD). This is a free, Scotland wide event for everyone who supports the belief that service user participation is a key component of finding sustainable solutions to homelessness.  

*TO ACCESS FULL DETAILS OF THESE (AND OTHER) EVENTS CLICK HERE. (For those who receive plain text emails: visit http://www.healthandhomeless.org/content/view/15/26 )*

                                                                          

The Health & Homelessness Directory holds detailed information on over 130 services in Aberdeen City, as well as providing you with the latest news, events and documents relevant to the sector.

The directory is designed to allow workers in Aberdeen to signpost clients to the most appropriate services.  It is developed with the user in mind, allowing you to find the information you need as quickly as possible.

Please forward this update to any of your colleagues who would benefit from using the directory and encourage them to visit www.healthandhomeless.org and subscribe to the update.
Thank you,
Michelle Duff
Communications Support Officer

Aberdeen Council of Voluntary Organisations

Tel: (01224) 686055

E-mail: mduff@acvo.org.uk 
Web: www.healthandhomeless.org 
This update is sent out by Aberdeen Council of Voluntary Organisations.

If you wish to unsubscribe, please click here.
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