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LATEST NEWS
Tackling Alcohol Abuse
Figures show health boards making progress on alcohol intervention targets.

Councils to Offer More Options For Those Facing Homelessness

Local authorities will offer more options to those facing the prospect of losing their home, said Minister for Housing and Communities Alex Neil.  The Scottish Housing Options Approach funding programme will see councils refocusing services to look at individuals' options in the widest sense.

In an attempt to reduce the number of homeless applicants, council staff will provide households with information and advice about the range of services available, including those that offer support, and look to prevent homelessness happening where that is possible.

The Scottish Government has backed the programme with investment of approximately £500,000, which is earmarked for staff training and service development.  Alex Neil said "It is essential we do all we can to achieve our 2012 target of offering all unintentionally homeless households accommodation.  The Scottish Government and its partner COSLA are not, and never will be, complacent about tackling and preventing the trauma of homelessness.  With the housing options approach, prevention activity is the main driver, which makes sense economically and socially, and is line with the Government's broader principles of early intervention."

SFHA Policy & Strategy Manager Andy Young said "SFHA welcomes the opportunity to continue to work with our local authority partners in preventing homelessness. We have long advocated that there needs to be an end to the revolving door of repeat homelessness, and the housing options approach is a proven one.  While we do welcome this funding, we do still feel that funding for support should be ringfenced. To include lower level support in any funding cuts would be a false economy. We also need to continue to seek ways of funding new housing to help to alleviate housing need, including homelessness."

The SFHA and the Minister are members of the Scottish Government/COSLA 2012 Steering Group, which has agreed to take forward a focus on homelessness prevention work, particularly the wider housing options approach.

Tenant Welcome Project
Tenant Welcome aims to help people to sustain their tenancies and improve their life chances. It is a project that involves vulnerable tenants in home and garden improvement work in order to help them to live independently and start them on a path to education, employment or training. 
Making Money Work
Making Money Work is an advice project for people who are unemployed and living on low incomes or at risk of finding themselves in that position. It aims to remove the financial barriers that people face in trying to return to work.
Parties to Work Together on Alcohol Plans
Opposition leaders have launched a joint attempt to find alternatives to the SNP's flagship minimum unit price plan for alcohol. 

Tenants Voice Week (Starts: 27th September 2010)
TPAS Scotland is encouraging all landlords and tenant groups in Scotland to take part in Tenant Voice Week. Tenants Voice Week is about focusing on what really matters to tenants and reminding tenants about the opportunities to get involved.  Tenants Voice Week is intended to help landlords promote the value of tenant participation. The benefits of tenant participation for landlords and individual tenants are well known, and Tenants Voice Week is the ideal time to attract more people to get involved in some of the many opportunities that have been created by Scotland's housing organisations. 

Lesley Baird, Chief Executive of TPAS explains: "We hope landlords will try something new on tenants voice week, we hope more people will become active in their communities and as a result, benefit from a rewarding, and positive voluntary experience".

Landlords and tenants groups should encourage people to get involved in whatever way they see fit. However, TPAS suggest landlords should try something new on Tenants Voice Week. For example: a special event; an innovative way of finding out local tenant opinion, or; maybe even just do something fun in the community. 

Tenants Voice Week means listening to tenants at a local and a national level. Locally, landlords can act upon the feedback from their tenants. Tenants can also pass views about what Governments should be doing direct to TPAS. 

For more information, please visit www.tpasscotland.org.uk or contact TPAS on (0141) 552 3633 or enquiries@tpasscotland.org.uk
New "Urban Village" For Aberdeen 
The biggest development of low cost homes ever built in the North East will form part of a new urban village on the site of a former paper mill beside the River Don in the Tillydrone area of Aberdeen.

The Scottish Government is committing £21 million, with local housing associations providing another £12 million to build 209 homes for rent or shared equity, made up of flats, and two, three and four-bedroom properties.

The new urban village, scheduled for completion in 2014, will also include office space and business start up units, a children's nursery, neighbourhood shops, and a further 77 privately.

The remainder of the funding package - 22 million pounds - is investment from Tenants First Housing Co-operative, Langstane Housing Associations and private finance, bringing the total to 55 million pounds.

Minister for Housing and Communities, Alex Neil said  "This development marks a historic milestone for social housing in the North East.  It is the biggest project of its kind ever undertaken in the region, which will not only offer quality affordable homes for local families, but will also provide a tremendous economic boost for Aberdeen.It is excellent news for the hard-pressed local construction industry and related businesses.”


"In 2010-11, despite entering a period of tight budgetary constraint, this Government is doing all it can to help increase the supply of affordable homes for first time buyers on modest incomes.  This development is a shining example of partnership working between Devanha, Aberdeen City Council and the Scottish Government."

Sandy Murray, Chief Executive of Tenants First Housing Co-operative said "The Donside Urban Village is the key to our ambitions to develop new affordable homes in Aberdeen. It is an excellent example of social housing providers working together with government at both national and local levels.  We believe the Donside Urban Village is a flagship development that would prove a fitting launch pad for the regeneration of the Tillydrone area of the city.  It will not only bring new life to a derelict brownfield site, we see it acting as a catalyst for further regeneration within the community."

Councillor Aileen Malone, Convener, Housing and Environment on Aberdeen City Council said  "This commitment from Tenants First and Langstane Housing Association is great news for the City. Aberdeen City Council and its partners are committed to delivering more affordable homes in the City, and these homes will complement the ones already being built by the Council.  It is a significant step forward for all parties in their quest to develop quality housing for Aberdeen's citizens, and the progression of homes on Donside is a vital component to its delivery."

Langstane Housing Association Chief Executive Alan Grant said  "We are delighted to be part of this exciting project. The homes we will provide and manage will help to meet the ever increasing levels of housing need, within the context of a new balanced and sustainable community."

Andrew Field, Acting Chief Executive of the Scottish Federation of Housing Associations (SFHA) said  "The £12m provided by local housing co-operative Tenants' First and housing association Langstane for the new development at Tillydrone demonstrates the sterling work the affordable housing sector has been doing in supporting badly-needed new developments as the private sector has struggled through the recession.  The affordable housing sector has been there when Scotland needed it in a time of recession and it's vital that, despite the difficult public spending environment, we continue to support new affordable housing for rent, and also the important regeneration work which the sector carries out. Housing associations and co-operatives in the Grampian area and elsewhere in Scotland contributed hugely to building over 7,000 new affordable homes for rent last year, and we continue to work with the Government to look at ways of maintaining this build rate."
CONSULTATIONS

Consultation On Housing And The Ageing Population
Scottish Government consultation (Deadline Date: 29th September 2010) on how housing and related provision can support the ageing population.  The consultation was launched by Housing and Communities Minister Alex Neil at CIH's Housing Options for Older People event in Dunblane.
NEW DOCUMENTS
Drugs Research: An Overview of Evidence and Questions for Policy
In 2001 the Joseph Rowntree Foundation embarked upon a programme of research that explored the problem of illicit drugs in the UK. The research addressed many questions that were often too sensitive for the government to tackle. In many cases, these studies represented the first research on these issues. This study gives an overview of the projects in the programme. 

Tackling Complex Needs: New research into poverty and social exclusion in the UK 

The UK’s largest ever research project on Poverty and Social Exclusion in the United Kingdom has been launched with the ultimate ambition of helping to find solutions to tackle the problems of poverty and deprivation.  Funded by the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), the investigation will be led by a team of top flight researchers, who will examine trends from the past ten years.  The findings will identify the causes and outcomes of poverty and social exclusion and could have a significant impact on policies to improve the standard of living across the social divide.

The initiative, which will span three and a half years, is a major collaboration between the University of Bristol, Heriot-Watt University, the National Centre for Social Research, Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency, The Open University, Queen’s University Belfast, University of Glasgow and the University of York.  The research project will:

· Improve the measurement of poverty, deprivation, social exclusion and standard of living.

· Measure the change in the nature and extent of poverty and social exclusion over the past ten years.

· Produce policy-relevant results about the causes and outcomes of poverty and social exclusion and how best to address these problems.

FUNDING
The Woodward Charitable Trust
The Woodward Charitable Trust, which is one of the Sainsbury Family Charitable Trusts, is inviting applications from UK registered charities working in a variety of areas including: social and ethnic minority groups; prisoners and ex-offenders; homelessness; violence and abuse; disability; and addiction. 


EVENTS

NHS Grampian Event - North – East Sexual Health Update

Sexual Health for the Future – A Multiagency Approach

Tuesday 14th September 2010, 9.00am – 4.30pm, Aberdeen Exhibition & Conference Centre

This event is aimed at the multi-agency team involved in sexual and reproductive health. In particular this course would be of interest to general practitioners, practice nurses, school nurses, youth workers, teachers, voluntary sectors workers, doctors and nurses working in Sexual Health, trainees in relevant specialities and local authority and NHS management. 

The registration fee for the full day is £100 for medical staff and trainees, £65 for other health care professionals and £50 for students and non-medical staff working with young people. The fee includes tea, coffee, and lunch and admission to all lectures and selected workshops. Full programme will follow shortly. For advance bookings please contact Karen Innes, kareninnes@nhs.net, or call (01224) 555115.


Gaycon 2010: Gay Men’s Sexual Health and Wellbeing
20th and 21st October 2010, Royal College of Physicians, Edinburgh

 

A national conference for anyone working in the area of gay and bisexual men’s sexual health.  The conference will include workshops, seminars, presentations and plenary session and is organised by a steering group made up from HIV and health agencies across Scotland.

 

Building on the success of ‘Gaycon 08’ this free two day conference aims to present the best available research and public health evidence in the field of gay men’s sexual health and wellbeing; demonstrate best practice from around Scotland and further a field; explore future partnerships.  A key aim of the conference is to ensure that the implementation of national sexual health policy, including the HIV Action Plan, NHS QIS HIV and sexual health standards, meets the specific sexual health needs of gay and bisexual men at a time when rates of HIV in this community continue to rise.

 

 

Health Works in Scotland - A Good Practice Event
7th October 2010, Glasgow
 
This free event is aimed primarily at health and employability practitioners and will showcase some of the many examples of good practice taking place across Scotland which support people with health conditions remain in, return to or move into work. Email Karl McAreavey by the 30th June if you are interested in this event.
                                                                          
The Health & Homelessness Directory holds detailed information on over 130 services in Aberdeen City, as well as providing you with the latest news, events and documents relevant to the sector.

The directory is designed to allow workers in Aberdeen to signpost clients to the most appropriate services.  It is developed with the user in mind, allowing you to find the information you need as quickly as possible.

Please forward this update to any of your colleagues who would benefit from using the directory and encourage them to visit www.healthandhomeless.org and subscribe to the update or send contributions for the update and website.
Thank you,
Michelle Duff
Communications Support Officer

Aberdeen Council of Voluntary Organisations

Tel: (01224) 686055

E-mail: mduff@acvo.org.uk 
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This update is produced by Aberdeen Council of Voluntary Organisations.

If you wish to unsubscribe, please click here.



[image: image2.png]


