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LATEST NEWS
Cash for Job Creation
£17.4 million European funding to create 950 new jobs. 


Unemployment Rises Unexpectedly

Unemployment rose unexpectedly in the three months to February to hit 2.5 million - the highest level in more than 15 years. Read more

Scotland's First Warm Zone Launched In Aberdeen
Scotland's first Warm Zone has been officially launched in Aberdeen by Lord Provost Peter Stephen. Warm Zone is a one-stop-shop aimed at helping households to reduce their fuel bills and make their homes as warm as possible.

Grampian Housing Association is hosting the project alongside its financial inclusion project, SMART.  The Warm Zone team is funded by Aberdeen City Council and Scottish Power, and the project works in partnership with the Cash in Your Pocket Partnership (promoting take up of benefits and services to improve health and wellbeing), Aberdeen Care and Repair, SCARF (Save Cash and Reduce Fuel), ESSac (Energy Saving Scotland advice centre) and Aberdeen Victorian Tenement Project.

Through a referral service to partner organisations, Warm Zone offers energy efficiency advice and access to funding for home energy improvements, for example central heating, and so far, beneficiaries of the advice service have expressed satisfaction with the outcome.


For further information about Warm Zone please contact Alexis Gordon, development officer on 01224 202967 or e-mail alexis.gordon@ciypp.co.uk.

Quality Service Delivered by Castlehill
Castlehill underwent an inspection by the care Commission from February to March 2010, in order to ascertain the quality of care, support and staffing with respect to the Sheltered Housing service provision and the Key Project.

The inspection report has just been published and Castlehill is quite pleased with the outcome.


Choices Partner with Niteline 

Niteline is a confidential listening and support service provided by Aberdeen University Student Association, for students who may be uncomfortable speaking face to face about any issues they are finding difficult. Choices have been delighted to provide training in pregnancy crisis counselling for thirty Niteline volunteers. This person centred, non-directive counselling training will help equip volunteers to assist callers who find themselves in pregnancy related crisis. Choices are also able to provide training in grief counselling for baby loss.


Help for Men Abused by Partners
Helpline goes live for male victims of domestic abuse.

Domestic Violence Resource Manual for Employers – Domestic Violence Does Not Stay At Home When Its Victims Go To Work
Respect and Refuge have launched a new manual for employers. This comprehensive new resource is designed to help employers and HR professionals respond to employees who are victims or perpetrators of abuse.

Tackling Alcohol Misuse
£36 million for health boards to provide more help for problem drinkers.

Tobacco Display Ban Details
Consultation gives people chance to have their say on display ban implementation.
Community Regeneration and Tackling Poverty - Tackling Poverty and Social Exclusion Through Human Rights and Democratic Citizenship in Europe and Scotland
This learning point was developed from an event held by Black and Ethnic Minority Infrastructure in Scotland (BEMIS) and the Democracy and Human Rights Education in Adult Learning Network (DARE) in March. Presentations focused on the causes of poverty and social exclusion and the impact these have on the lives of individuals, groups and communities.
Read the learning point.

Unemployment Rises to Highest in 16 Years
The number of people unemployed in the UK jumped by 43,000 to 2.5 million in the three months to February, the highest level in 16 years, official figures revealed this month, as experts warned that nearly 600,000 jobs could be shed in the public sector over the next five years.

*FOR MORE NEWS CLICK HERE. 
(For those who receive plain text emails, please visit http://www.healthandhomeless.org/content/view/14/26 )*

*NEW* DOCUMENTS
Drug Misuse Statistics Scotland, 2009
The 2009 edition of Drug Misuse Statistics Scotland - An annual compendium presenting the latest available information from a range of national data sources relevant to drug misuse – has just been published. Data sources include the Scottish Drug Misuse Database, hospital statistics, blood-borne viruses, drug-related deaths, drug seizures, offences and prison statistics. 
New Housing Market Statistics Arrive
Just published: the April edition of the monthly housing market bulletin for Scotland. The bulletin collates a range of statistics on house prices, housing market activity, cost and availability of finance and repossessions and finance.
2010 SURF Annual Conference - Report Available 

A full report summarising the highlights of last month's SURF Annual Conference is now available for download. The report captures the key points from these presentations in addition to the main outcomes from interactive event elements such as plenary panel sessions, themed debate groups and electronic voting.
Review of the Count of Gypsy/Travellers in Scotland
Publication of research into the Twice Yearly Count which returns data on the Gypsy/Traveller population living on official Council and Registered Social Landlord (RSL) sites, private sites and caravans found on unauthorised encampments in Scotland.
Embracing Social Return on Investment
This briefing sets the Social Return in Investment (SROI) model in context for Registered Social Landlords (RSLs) and has been produced in partnership with Employers in Voluntary Housing (EVH). It explores the model's potential to support RSLs to enhance their accountability, to improve organisational effectiveness and to access the resource for broader regeneration activity.
Futureskills Scotland: the skills content of jobs in Scotland and the rest of the UK
This report notes that while Scotland's workforce appears relatively skilled compared to the rest of the UK, productivity remains below the UK average.
Unemployment: February 2010 (Financial Scrutiny Unit briefing)
Latest unemployment data for Scottish Parliament constituency areas.
Best Practice in Wider Role
The Scottish Government, in partnership with EVH, recently held a series of workshops to promote best practice in housing association wider role activity. The workshops provided an opportunity for housing associations to share their experience of wider role projects and allowed others to learn from their approach.
*TO ACCCESS THE DOCUMENT CENTRE, PLEASE CLICK HERE. 
(For those who receive plain text emails, please visit http://www.healthandhomeless.org/content/view/10/26 )*


EVENTS

Specialist Art Psychotherapy Service Education Programme
Spring 2010, Thursdays 4.30pm-6pm.
 

These seminars are primarily intended for the continuing professional development of Art Psychotherapy staff and students, interested professionals from other disciplines, researchers and students are also welcome to attend. The Art Angel presentation on the 27th May 2010 is open to artists and patients of the Art Psychotherapy Dept.

 

For further details please contact Michael Hennessy, Professional Head of Arts Therapies, NHS Grampian, Department of Art Psychotherapy, Garden Villa, Royal Cornhill Hospital, Tel: 01224 557407 / 557339, E-mail: michael.hennessy@nhs.net

Homeless International Grand Charity Dinner
Thursday 3rd June 2010 Apex Hotel, City Quay, Dundee

Perthshire, Hillcrest and Angus Housing Associations ask you to support the work of Homeless International at this major fundraising evening.  Guaranteed to be THE Housing Association Social Event of the Year, sponsorship opportunities and tables are now available.

Entertainment will be provided by the Dundee Rep Women's Choir, "Loadsaweeminsingin", an Egyptian belly dancer, live music and guest speakers. There will also be a short auction, a raffle and other fundraising opportunities.  

Tables are available at a cost of £500 for ten guests.  If you are interested in booking a table, becoming a sponsor or even simply donating auction or raffle prizes, or for more information, please contact Anita Petrie on anita@aha.org.uk or 01241 879537.

Third Sector Employability Forum Conference
8th July 2010, Edinburgh. A conference for Third Sector organisations involved in the delivery of employability and supported employment services in Scotland.

Scotland's Housing Expo
1st to 31st August 2010. Ticket registration and further information is now available.

Welfare to Work Scotland – 14th September 2010, Edinburgh
Don't forget to put this year’s event in your diary…
Scottish Housing and Support (SHASC) Conference
Thursday 7th October 2010, Hilton Edinburgh Grosvenor Hotel
To help your budget to go further we have frozen the delegate charges at last year's rates.  And as before, there are 3 special offers for you:

 

· There will be a number of free places for individual service users, thanks to Scottish Government sponsorship.

· Everyone making a confirmed booking by 31 July only pays £95, a saving of £25!
· The standard delegate fee is still only £120.
Register your interest now by e-mailing Norma Jones, Conference Coordinator at shasc@joa.co.uk with your contact details

*TO ACCESS THE EVENT CALENDAR, CLICK HERE. 
(For those who receive plain text emails: visit http://www.healthandhomeless.org/content/view/15/26 )*

                                                                          
The Health & Homelessness Directory holds detailed information on over 130 services in Aberdeen City, as well as providing you with the latest news, events and documents relevant to the sector.

The directory is designed to allow workers in Aberdeen to signpost clients to the most appropriate services.  It is developed with the user in mind, allowing you to find the information you need as quickly as possible.

Please forward this update to any of your colleagues who would benefit from using the directory and encourage them to visit www.healthandhomeless.org and subscribe to the update.
Thank you,
Michelle Duff
Communications Support Officer

Aberdeen Council of Voluntary Organisations

Tel: (01224) 686055

E-mail: mduff@acvo.org.uk 
Web: www.healthandhomeless.org 
This update is sent out by Aberdeen Council of Voluntary Organisations.

If you wish to unsubscribe, please click here.
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